424                                CHAPTEK XI.

Present                          Imperfect

Sever-im, I love            sever-di-m, I loved

Sever-sen                       sever-di-n

Sever                            sever-di

Sever-iz                         sever-di-k (miz)

Sever-siz                        sever-di-niz

Sever-ler                        sever-di-ler

We need not inquire as yet into the origin of the
di, added to form the imperfect; but it should be
stated that in the first person plural of the imperfect
a various reading occurs in other Tataric dialects,
and that miz is used there instead of k. Now,
looking at these terminations, m, n, i, miz, niz, and
ler, we find that they are exactly the same as the
possessive pronouns used after nouns. As the Italian
says fratel-wio, my brother, as in Hebrew we say
M-i, God (of) I, i.e. my God, the Tataric languages
form the phrases 'my house, thy house, his house/
by possessive pronouns appended to substantives.
A Turk says

BaM   father                   MM-m      my father

Agha   lord                      agha-ii       thy lord

El        hand                     el-i            his hand

Oghlu son                       oghlu-muz our son

And     mother                  an&-mz       your mother

Kit&b book                     kitab-leri   their book.

We may hence infer that in the imperfect these
pronominal terminations were originally taken in a
possessive sense, and that, therefore, what remains
after the personal terminations are removed, sever-di,
was never an adjective or a participle, but must have
been originally a substantive capable of receiving
terminal possessive pronouns; that is, the idea origi-